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IN BRIEF

BSAVA bonanza
Registration for the BSAVA
Congress 2012 is now open
—and early bird delegates
will be eligible to win
prizes. Every person who
pays for a registration (for
themselves or the practice)
between now and Decem-
ber 29 will be entered into
the draw. Prizes include free
registration to congress
2013, BSAVA manuals and
a laptop. Visit www.bsava.
com/congress for details
and terms and conditions.

Move to Petlog
BackHome BioTec, the
microchip identification
service offered by Virbac
Animal Health, has moved
its registrations to the Pet-
log database. The company
says the move will offer
“an enhanced level of ser-
vice and support to veteri-
nary staff and pet owners”.
Practices using the Back-
Home BioTec system are
asked to log on to www.
virbacbackhome.co.uk to
create a new account.

Fireworks chill out
The “Dorwest Say Relax”
firework phobia cam-
paign is this year being
supported by TV presenter
Michaela Strachan, whose
dog Toto is terrified of
firework noise. A promo-
tional kit is available for
practices, and the firework
blog from border terrier
“Dr Monkey” is underway.
For more information on
Dorwest’s range of herbal
treatments, including
Scullcap and Valerian tab-
lets, or to request a pack,
telephone 01308 897272.

No-fly pets

The Canadian Medical
Association has voted

in favour of commercial
airlines banning passen-
gers from bringing pets
into aeroplane cabins (on
domestic flights) to protect
travellers who suffer from
allergies. The Canadian
Transportation Agency set
a precedent last year when
it ruled that three people
who were allergic to cats
should be considered disa-
bled — and therefore having
the right to accommoda-
tion — under federal regula-
tions governing travel.

Thinking caps on
Following positive feedback
from the last Think Tank
seminar, a second has been
organised, which will look
at finding solutions to the
challenges practitioners and
managers face in veterinary
practice. Head nurses who
would like to participate in
the seminar, hosted by TVS
and sponsored by Novartis,
at The Leicester Mar-

riott Hotel on October 18
and19, should email info@
totalvetinsurance.co.uk
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Antibiotic resistance issues driver
for ‘alternative therapies’ funding

DECISION by the European
Parliament’s agriculture
committee to approve a

€2m (£1.77m) research project into
the use of homeopathy and phyto-
therapy — the use of herbal extracts
— has received a mixed reception.

The BVA has expressed scepticism
about the need for investment in
alternative medicine, but former VMD
chief executive Steve Dean told VN
Times that, as existing medicines have
been developed from plant sources,
research in the area of herbal extracts
may be valuable.

The rationale for funding the

is as follows: “Antibiotic resistance
is a growing problem in the EU and
worldwide. One problem is the use of
antibiotics in livestock farming. That
is why research on alternative meth-
ods has to be moved forward, for exam-
ple homeopathy and phytotherapy.
“The pilot project should involve
the collection of data as to what
research projects in the field of home-
opathy and phytotherapy have already
been set up by the various member
states” universities and higher educa-
tion institutions, and what findings
they have made.”
BVA president Harvey Locke said:

“Millions of Euros have already been
spent on trying to prove the scientific
efficacy of homeopathic medicines.
To date we have not seen any data
to prove they can be effective in the
treatment of bacterial infections.
While it is unlikely that €2 million
will be able to determine whether
or not there is a basis for claiming
homeopathic products can work, we
welcome European investment in
veterinary research and hope that the
results of the pilot will be useful.”
Former VMD chief executive Steve
Dean told VN Times: “Given the
concerns about the over-use of anti-

microbials | can see why the EU might
regard a small investment to investi-
gate alternatives might be worthwhile.
Many may believe the homeopathic
route has a low chance of success,
but the herbal aspect may prove more
beneficial; after all modern therapeu-
tics started with herbal medicines.”
Richard Ashworth, MEP for the
South East and Conservative spokes-
man on agriculture and rural affairs
in the European Parliament (EP), said:
“Spending such a huge sum of public
money on something so marginal and
left-field would be bad at the best of
times. When we are in the middle of

project, which will involve examining

an economic crisis, when governments

data already produced, is to reduce
antibiotic usage and the problem of
resistance.

The money will be used for a pilot
project to coordinate research on
the use of homeopathy and phy-
totherapy in livestock farming. The
justification stated in the document

“Many may believe the homeopathic
route has a low chance of success,
but the herbal aspect may prove more
beneficial —
started with herbal medicines.”

everywhere are taking severe austerity
measures just to balance the books, to
waste millions on highly questionable
new age remedies for cows and sheep
is sheer madness.”

The final decision on the research
will be approved by the budget com-
mittee and voted on by the EP.

after all, modern therapeutics

— Steve Dean

INFECTION CONTROL
GUIDANCE WELCOMED

NEW guidance about methicillin-resistant bacteria has
been welcomed by campaigners and VNs as an “excel-
lent starting point” to improve infection control.

BSAVA has published updated advice on controlling
metbhicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and S
pseudintermedius (MRSP).

The advice, written by Liverpool lecturer Tim Nuttall
(pictured) and available via the association’s website, details
the importance and best practice of hand hygiene, cleaning
and sterilisation, in-patient protocols and staff screening. The webpage also features
video clips, downloadable posters and an additional paper from Dr Nuttall.

Jilll Moss, founder of infection awareness charity the Bella Moss Foundation
(BMF), praised the guidance, particularly as it focused on MRSP as well as MRSA.

Despite scarce data and differing academic opinion on MRSP, she believed that
BSAVA had gone a long-long way to making information available.

“MRSP is a worldwide problem in companion animals, and we need to keep on
top of it with information and data. The BSAVA guidelines are an excellent starting
point.” RVN Lorena Hall lectures on infection control on behalf of the BMF. She
said the updated guidelines were an improvement on previous MRSA/P advice.

“The emphasis on infection control is excellent — especially hand hygiene — as this
is the single most important measure in the prevention, control and treatment of
MRSA, MRSP and other resistant bacterial infection or colonisation,” Ms Hall said.

"However, this is definitely a area needing more research, both in vitro and in
vivo, to correlate real incidence.”

Dr Nuttall is a clinical advisor to the BMF. He told VN Times strict enforcement
of infection control protocols was very important for all practices.”Having guide-
lines that are ignored is almost worse than having none at all,” he said.

The guidelines are available online via the BSAVA advice pages at
www.bsava.com

# RCVS investigates low pass rates - from page one

32) were successful. The BVNA is of i ing their training opportunities. It is
the opinion that, in order to support ! also crucial that the RCVS VN depart-
those students who were unsuccess- | ment — in the guise of the Awarding
ful, course providers, VNACs and TPs | Body — does not lose sight of the need
must work together to find out why to provide continued support and guid-
these students struggled. | ance to all centres still involved with the

“It is essential that rigid support
plans and exit strategies are put in
place, to ensure they all receive the
best chance of success before the
NVQ-2 award expires in July 2012.

“Regardless of the reasons for fail-
ure, support and further training should
be provided to suit the individual.
Students must also take responsibility

training of NVQ students.”

And she added: “On a more posi-

| tive note, it is encouraging to see the
| high pass rates for the VRQ Level-3

| (78 per cent), VN diploma paper one

! (81 per cent) and VN diploma paper
three (86 per cent), which would

| appear to indicate that training of
veterinary nurses is generally well sup-
for their learning and focus on maximis-

ported by both TPs and centres.”
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N INCONVENIENCED
Ahedgehog had to be res-
cued by a team of vets

and VNs after getting himself
stuffed —in a log.

The wild hedgehog was
rushed into PDSA's Nottingham
branch after a passer-by discov-
ered him in a tight spot.

After a 45-minute operation
he was finally freed, with the help
of a chisel and bone saw. [

Vet Ava Firth admitted she was |
baffled by the creature’s predica-
ment when he came in and said
she has not seen anything like it
in more than 25 years of practice.

After an unsuccessful
attempt to get the animal out by
removing some of its quills, Ms
Firth and fellow vet Jim Kellow
tried to break him out with an
osteotome.

“The chiseling helped relieve
a bit of the pressure, but wasn't
sufficient to release him. So then
we got out the oscillating saw
and made some diagonal cuts in the log so that we could lift out a wedge of
wood from around him.”

She said the hedgehog came out “quite misshapen” but uninjured.

“We tucked him into an improvised nest with some food and water, and
by the next morning he looked like a proper hedgehog again,” she said.

He was released back into the wild the following day by the person who
originally found him.
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